They not knowing the better part, the Teachi 
Spirit that ſometimes opened ſome Myſteries ot 
dom in Jaceb, * or the worſer pare don 
acco predominancy Spirit 
which ruled in them when they made choice oT 
their Religion,as it doth in 
of the Children of diſobedience. 
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Oneblow at Babel, in thoſg of the People 
called Behminites, whoſe Foundation 
1 not upon that of the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, which ſball ſtand ſure and firm 


for ever, &c. & 
K whom Dagon ſhall fall, and el ſhall be confounded , and all the 

gods of the Heathen ſhall be daſhed in pieces, and none ſhal Rand 
though never ſo excellent and glorious in the ſight of men; for God hath de- 
termined, that the Image of. hu Son Chriſt Jeſus the Light of the world, the 
faireſt of ten thouſands (though hitherto more marred than any mans) ſhall 
be ſet up, made manifeſt and brought forth in this the day of God's power, 
by the operation of his 1 in the hearts of men, which changeth 


be 


Now ye not, that the ſtone cut outof the Mountains witheut hands, 
is laid to the foot of all the Images ſet up in all the earth > Before 


them into the likene ſa of hi jou Bodie, prepared todo the wil of God, 
and 1 e Praiſe and glorſe bis Grace for ever. And 
whither wange in your imaginations , "inventing and ſetting up ſtrange 
gods in your minds, according to your own hearts luſts,& fall;down & worſhip 
the works of your own hands, the Image that ye have ſet up, that can neither 

o nor ſpeak, but are altogether dead, and without life, being formed out of 
We dug of the earth, with your Mediums and borrowed inſtrumenta, not ac- 
cording to the lively pattern & worxmanſhip of God in Chriſt Jeſus the hope 
of glorie, but according to your carnal ĩa vention the Maſter· piece of your 
Form and Image that ye have created to your ſelves , grounded upon fome 
— , expreſſions, or imaginary conceptions of Lacob Behmen's wri- 
tings, the tendencie of whaſe ſpirit ye can never fathom, nor fee rightlie to 
judge of, until ye rome to the Light (that thing ſo de ſpicable in your cics al- 
to ) which gives the true underſtanding of the things of God, and through 
brings men to ſound and pure reaſon, and difcretidn to judg and 

Aiſcern >etween the operation of ſpirits , and ſhews what is imaginary, and 

, is true; which letz us ſee and fathom the gronnd and bottom of your er- 
rü and deluſions, and from whence your tiſe is, and what your end is, though 
Ju may propoſe great things to your ſelves, aviftyewereapeaple more exce'- 
Asen othete, becauſe thert ſometime appeared an excellent ſpirit in Jo 
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cb Behmen in ſome things, and ye are of his Judgement: But alas ! alas! the 
Concluſions that you have drawn to your ſelves from his Writings , will not 
profit you; neither doth it make you any jotthe more excellent, that ye can 
talk much of him, and his Books and Writipgs , being not come to the right 
Spirit in which is life, which brings men out of dead forms , and vain imagi- 
nations, and by its immediate teachings and power leads them up to God, ani 
/ teacheth them how to worſhip in ſpirit and truth. Whatadvantage would it 
be to us if we were able to ſpeak with the tongue of men and Angels, if we 
through the ſtrength of memorie were able to diſpute and talk of all theliyes 
of the holie men of God, and ſay that we are of ſuch a man's judgement,and 
knew not that unerting, infallible Spirit of God to lead us thereto ? What is 
all elſe that is done by way of imitation of others, but traditional, and ſuch 
wledge as puffeth up, and maketh men Phariſaical, as if they knew much, 
8 in truth they know nothing yet as they ought to know; and ſuch a peo- 
pfe may pay tithe of Cummin and Anniſeed, be tri and zealous in forma- 
lities, and neglect Judgement, Righteouſueſi and Mercie, the weightier mat- 
tert of the Law - And friends, rhis Imuſt tell you, That until ye have felt 
and known the Spirit of Judgement and Burning to paſs upon you as Fullers 
Sope, and as a Refiners fire, to cleanſe your earthen Veſſels, ye are not fir for 
the Lord's uſe,neither do you ſerve him in your Ordinanees(as you call them) 
wich acceptance, but toil and labour in your vain minds to bring forth no- 
thing but abominations: Ir's no better, whatever your conceits are yea, 
and your ways are as grievous and burthenſome to the Lord's Spirit, as the 
way of prophanenefle, for Hy pocriſie is a moſt hateful thing unto the Lord, 
and to proſeſſe Religion by way of tradition, without the Spirit of Life to 
lead and guide men therein, is no better than to Sacrifice Swines blood, and 
the cutting off a Dogs neck in this the Day of the Lord. Therefore deceive not 
wr your own fouls by your imaginary rightcoulneſy, and ſclf-ſeparation , which 
exceeds not that of the Scribes and Phariſees, which enter not God's King- 
dom, but will be ſhut out as an unclean and unholy thing, amongſt the dogs 
that are without the Gate of that City wherein. dwelleth that zighteouſneſſe 
which God hath choſen and appointed, and is wrought by his own Eternal 
. Spirit: But the ground of your Image is from that root which is evil, of th e 
Enemies planting, and can never briog forth fruit unto God. There is a right 
ſeed ſown by God in the hearts of men, but ſome falls on the high-ways fade, 
and Satan immediatelie cometh and catcheth away the Word out of their 
hearts, and ſo becomes their Head, and leadeth them to do that which is evil, 
| yet many times under a pretence of Religion, Righteauineſs, and Zeal for 
| God: And here the Devil works in a Myſtery. He 
And thus friends, I may deal plainly with you, there was ſometime in you 
I velieye ) a hungering and thirſtiag after righteouſneſſe, and from that de- 
Cre , as not knowing the way to attain thereunto, you ſeparated, and ſearched 
[ holy Writings, as ye judged, to find out this way,and not keeping to the Light 
| in your own Conſcienccs , down to that which begat the deſire » which alſo 
ſhews the way, ( and ye ſhould have taken heed unto it, a» to a Lighr ſhining 
in a dark place, until the day had — and the day-Rat had ariſen in your 
2 


hearts 
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heatts, which would rave given you the knowledge of the glory of God ia 
the faceof jelus Chrif ) ye wandered in your imaginations to find out this 
way withouta Gui amd ſo erred and went aſtray from that which would 
have maniſcited the nie to you, and in you, and laid hold on that which 
Gemed mot fuitabtero your j adgmenm und underſtandiagi, which were dark- 
med; and by how mach the more zealous and real ye were in your intentions, 
by ſo much the more firmlie ye ſtand united and joined to that nie which in 
your ignorance ye have choſen, and it may be ſomewhatthe more faſtened to 
t, becauſe ir may challenge a prioritie ol images ſet up in theſe latter days 
wherein the Myfterie of Imquitic bath wrought under ſo many divers colour, 
and forms of Heaven and Heavealic things. Anddo ye think that when ye 
made choice of this your Religion which ye now hold, that the Spirit of this 
world, the Pcince of the power of the air, had not the greateſt intereſt and o- 
ver ruling power in du? Or were ye come to know the voice of the true 
She in you, from the voice of thar falſe prophet which ſate in God's 
ement-feat in your hearts, and perverts the right waies of the Lord ; if 
ye ute notthrough God's rigateout Judgement upon the Prince of this 
World in you, come to diſcern and know the true voice of God" Eternal Spi- 
rit, from the Spirit of Ertor and Deluſion in you, which preſents it ſelf (when 
Go@'s work is to be done) to draw the mind after it, to follow after ſhadows 
inſtead of Fabftance; how can ye have confidence that ye are in the right waie, 
and are not deluded and drawn awaie with the error of the wicked? And be- 
ing built upon that foundation, the more abominable your profeſſion is , it 
being a branch alfo of My fterie Babylon the Mother of Harlots , who ſome- 
times uppear3 in che drefſe of the true and chat Spouſe , bur all to this very 
end, to hide her Hypocriſie and Detcei, the filthineſg of her hearts Foraica- 
tions and Waoredoms. Es oi 
And what is all the talk and proftffion of Religion inthe world without the 
preſent teachings and motion of God's Spirit, but dead works, and the co- 
vering of Antichriſt? And all your raking of God's Kingdom, of Salvation 
and Redemption by the Blood'of Chriſt , while ſin and iniquitie lodgeth in 
your hearts, is no better chati to account the blood oſ Chrift an unholy chi 
to cover the Serpent': Head nee + And the Devil can ſay, that Chrik is the 
Son of God, and this huxts not his Kingdom: but when the Ax comes tobe 
inid to the root of that tree in man which bringerhforrh evil fruit, then all the 
world is an uproar, and theDevil 1 * againſt this Work with all his ſtrength 
und fabritties , for this fixes ar the root of his Kingdom 3 and whoſoever 
knows the deſtructiti thereof in them by the power of God, which is Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lightof the world, they muſtknow many ſore combats and bitrer 
conflicts, and the righteous judgemeats of the Lord God muſt be poured our 
upon the man of fin in them; that thtough the Croſs of Chriſt, the power of 
God, man may be thade willing to forfake the Devil and all his worki, and ſo 
deing brought ſcom under Satan's power into the power of God, they may 
come to nd that Seed raiſed in them which brin eth forth fruit unto God, 
it being wat which rede eint out of the fall, From under the curſe, and is bleſ- 
fed ſot eyermote.. © . 


Verilys. 
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VerilyFriends, the work of Regeneration is tot an eaſfie work to fleſband 
hlood, but is to be kgown through much ſore travel of ſoul, yea ſuch pains 
pangs doth truly ac company that Birth, as the pang of a woman in tra- 
el; and this is not a notional thing onely, but truly and really to be felt in the 
creature, and through death life is to be known : Therefore deceive got your 
ſelves to think that ye are the people of the Lord, and in a good ſtate and con- 
dition, when it is otherwiſe with you; thiok not Ifay that ye are come to the 
ſubſtance , but are catching after ſhadows which will not profit your ſouls. 
And this is my teſtimony to you from the Lord, That ye are not in the truth of 
God, but out of the way of his ſalvation, yea in that which grieves his Spi- 
tit, under Deazh's power ye are, what jmages or likeneſſes ſoever ye frame to 
your ſelves, and bring forth , and what ſervices ſoeyer ye perform, and not 
from the preſent teachings of God's Spirit, are but abominarion in the fighe 
of the Lord. And the more ye do ſtruggle and ſtrive in your unregenerate da- 
ture, and utter words without knowledge, the more are your underfiandings - 
darkned, and alicnaced from the life of God, and the Common-wealth of I, - 
reel, and arc enemies to God in your minds by reaſon of wicked works , and 
the ſpicit of bondage is over you, which ctuciſies the juſt. Therefore repent 
and return from the evil of your waies, that you may be redeemed from the 
vanity of your minds, and know a change wrought in your hearts by the 
Word of God, which is quick and powerful, ſharper than any two-edged 
ſword, piercing even to the dividing aſundet between the ſoul and the ſpirit, , 
the joints and the marrow, and is adiſcerner of the thoughts and inteats of 

the heart, which Word liveth and abideth for ever. 

And think not I ſay, that your imaginations from Jacob ZBekmen's Writings 
about baptizing of Infants, have any more authority or ground from the Scri- 
ptures of truth given forth by the Spirit of God, neither is it of more advan- 
tage to you, than the Crofſes ſet up by Pepiſts in the High · Nayt, and on the 
top of Steeple · houſet, are to deſtroy ſin, and ſave your fouls, which were ſer 
up in the daics of Apoſtacie from the truth; for here is the riſe and ground of 
Images, when men went from the truth of God within, then the Devil which 
draws the mind into vilible things of this world where he works) perſwades 
them to ſer up ſome likeneſſes without, which may pleaſe the carnal and ſen- 
fual part, to ſeed that Birth which is of the fleſh, and tands at enmity againſt . 
God, and ſo in the apoſtacie, when people forſook the Croſs of 25 the 
power of God, that deſtroys fin in the fle then inſtead of that, up comes 
all forts of Croſſes without, and ſo the like of other pictures and images ſer 
up and worſhipped by men of corrupt minds ; and inſtead of the new birth 
ſpokenof in the Scriptures, which is of Water &the$pirit, without which none 

can be ſaved, which is irkſomt & grieyous to ſuch as are grown old in ſin aud 
iniquitie;therefore a more eaſie invention is found out, to makechildren Chri- 
ſtians by — little water upon them, before they know the right hand 
from the left; and to under the Name of Chriſtians, live in the abomination . 
of Heathens all the daies of their lives, which proſiteth them ſo much as the 
talking of God's ſalvation doth proſit himthat lives in ſin and igiquitie,which 
is oncly ſo much as fot a man to have a name.that he lives, whille be is dead. 

| =o And 
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And at for your Medium: that you work by, they are little leſs then new 3a. 
v10urs Which ye have begotten in your carnal imaginations and reaſonings 2- 
bout the things of God, not knowing him who is the way , the truth and the 
life, ho is that Bread which came down from God out of Heaven, upon 
which he that is bornof God feeds, and is nouriſhed up unto eternal lifez but 
that which is/born of the fleſh, favours the things of the fleth, andfeeds upon 
that which muſt die and come to an end, and comes not to know the bodie 
and blood of Chriſt to be meat and drink indeed ; and except;ye eat his fleſh 
and drink his blood, ye have not life in you: But this is too hard a ſaying it 
may be, for you who have ſed ſo long on Husks, upon that ſood which pe- 
tiſheth, that ye cannot reliſh that food which liveth and abideth for ever: And 
have you that life in you, or elſe ye are dead in fins and treſpaſies: Andis that 
Fountain of water opened in you, that ſpringeth up unto evetlaſting life? Or 
elſe ye are drie and barren, and without fruics unto God. And do ye eat bis 
Reſh? and do ye drink his blood? and are ye lead by his ſpirit? Or elſe ye are 
none of his. And where then is the Man Chrift, the Bodie prepared to do 
the will of God? Or elſe you are uſing your Medrums as dead works, to at- 
taiathis new and living waie, and ſo ſeek the living among the dead, to get 
qualigcations into your fouls, as Simon Afegu: would give money for the gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt, a corrupt price for a heavenlic purchaſe. And is the 
die and Blood of Chriſt too hard for you, and unſuitable to that birth which 
yeare of, and therefore is moſt agreeable to that ye feed upon, Bread and 
Wige, and plead for Bread and Wine as thoſe that know no better food, but 
that which feeds that birth which is after the fleſh, and mutt die, and lives up- 
on ſhadows after the ſubſtance is come? And what bicth do you feed with 
your bread and wine, is it not that which luſteth, and ought not to be ſatisfi- 
ed? For that birth which is of God, hungers and thirfts after the living preſence 
of the Lord, & is therewith onely ſatizhed. Therefore trie and examine wel this 
matter, whether ye are in the Faith of God, and elect in that nature which 
pleaſeth God, or elſe your eating and drinking, and ſacrificing , is no better 
than the plowing of the wicked, which is (in. | 

And at ſos your Mediums and working-Inftruments that ye uſe at neceſſa - 
ry for the conveyance of God's Grace and vertue into your ſouls, introduced 
by waie of example from the Miracles done by Meſes and the old Prophets, 
by Chriſt and the Apoſtles, by outward means, ye being not in the ſame pow- 
er of God by which the noble acts of the Lord were done: In you it tends 


to no other end but to ſet or keep up ſomewhat of men's inventions above 


the preſent teachings and power of God, which is the beginning of falſe wor- 
ſhips, aol leads to ſet up the Creatuie above the Creator, and to exalt that 
birth which is after the fleſh, above that which is of the Spirit; for whence 
comes all the worſhipping of Saints, and the Heavenly Hoſt (as they call it) 
among the Church of Rome, as the means and way to get into God's favour, 
but from him ho firſt taught people to worthip ſtrange gods, and to ſet up the 
tradidons of men above the Commands of jeſus Chriſt, who ſaith, Come un- 
to me all ye that are weary andheavy laden, and I will refreth you; he who faith, 7 
am the way, the truth and the life, appointed of God unto ſalvation ; and there 5s 


— 
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not another Name under Meaven whereby men can be ſued. But in days of old 
there was a people that diligently ſearched the Scriptures which teſtified of 
him, and thought therein to find life, but would not come unto him who bath 
the words of eternal life, that they might receive life from him; but would 
have it in = own way from the Sctiptures as their Medium: And what is 
the end of all their attainmears, but onely this, they grew wiſe to do evil, and 
crucified the Lord of life. Gs 
And what can ye with all your Mediums do, as to the deſtroying of fin, & ſa- 

ving your ſoul:,more than the ſons of Scevz,zhe Vagabond 7ews, theExorcilts 
could do to caſt out Devils by way of imitation , in the name of that Jeſus 
whom Paul preached, whom they knew not to be the power of God unto ſal- 
vation to every one that believes; and there is not another Mediator between 
God and Man, but Chriſt Jeſus the Light of the world, unto whom ye muſt 
all come, as to that Original Fountain of Life from whence all good doth 
flow and wait to know his voice in you, which will teach you the way of 
God more perſectly, and not to boaſt of other mens lines, but to come down 
out of all your imaginations, in the ſilence of fleſh to wait to hear his voice, 
who us able to inſtruct you ia the way oi life, and teach you to do the will of 
God in earth as it is in Heaven; and whateyer ye do without him, it's no bet- 


ter than Cair's Saciiſice, which finds not acceptance with God: And all your 


treaſuting up of wiſdom and knowledge in your unregenerate nature, which 
is not from the preſent teachings of God's Spirit, (who knows what is fit for 
you will profit you no more than the 1ſrac/ites gathering of Manna beyond 


God's command, did profit them, and it i: ao better than the treaſuring up of 


wrath ag unſtthe day of wrath and revelation of God's juſt Judgements. up- 
on all ungodly men, ho hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs. Therefore come 
down to him who is meek and lowly in the heart, unto the appearance of 
Chriſt [eſus in you, who is come a Light into the world, and follow him ho 
reproveth the world of fin, that by it ye may be lead into all truth. And know 
aſſuredly, that until ye come to the Light, to walk in the Light, ye are not the 

> and the Prince of this world rules in 
your hearts, as in other the children of diſobedience. Andlet notthe ſhame 
of the Crofs affright you alſo from the Crown of the Kingdom, which com- 
eth not by obſervation, but is within you; and the Word nigh,in the heart and 
in the mouth, which diſcovereth to man his thoughts, wil onely ſhew you the 
way; and unleſs ye come to know Chriſt in you the hope of glory, all other 
hopes are but as the hope of the bypocrite, that ſhall periſh. 


And aꝛ to the neceſſity that ye ſeem to glace in your Mediums of Water, 
Bread and Wine, as if a man could not be ſaved without them, by way of 
Query ſomething farther propoſed. 


1. Vhether yeown Tranſubſtantiation, and judge it to be the body and blood 
of Chriſt, which cleanſeth from all fin, and ſo ſes up the Crtature «bove the 
Creator? 


2. Oy 


8 
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1. Os beser ye uſe dbam a fignt and figure: of goed thing! 10 come, ar net 
hrwing banioiwr abe 6 che Sxbſlavce ny gt by F 
| 3. Or whether ye w/e them & helps to ſalvation, accounting the blood of Chriſt the 
Light of the werid, inſufficient to defiyoy fin, and to ſave your ſouls ? 


4. Or whether ye beve notſet wp ar: imagination in your miuds abons the way of 
God's Salvetias, and reſolvt to have ſalvation in your own way , and i» oppoſe that 
bib is contrery 10 it, as men do that know not the preſent reachings of Gods Spirin 


5. Or whether do you thinł that Chrift hath left the work of Gods ſelvation 10 
— Creature, and it ne: the ſame yeſter day, today and for ever, the alone Seu of 
world ? 


6. Or whether the Myſterieof Gods Kingdom be hid from you, and ſo in beyond 
youy Cepacities, and therefore mith them that perizh, you'l feed upon mortals * 
aha which muſt dye, and rejefF him who is the Word of God, that liveth and 
forever, that Bread which came down from God out of Keaven , Chrift Jeſus the 
Light of tha Wortts the onely way to the Father 


285 Try and examine well theſe things, : nd let the witneſs of God in your own 
conſciences be anſycrd in every particular that fo you may no longer live un- 


der Death power, but repent and be converted unto the power of God, 


which is onely able to deſtroy ſin, and ſave your ſouls, a3 witnefſed by your _ 
Friend in truth, ' ap 38 
ieee the 26. of the 7th. 

„ Month, r661. 
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